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USBG Las Vegas Chapter Breaks 
Guinness World Records Title for 

Largest Gin & Tonic 
The United States Bartenders’ Guild’s (USBG) Las Vegas Chapter officially 

broke the Guinness World Records title for the largest gin and tonic on 
November 5. 

The drink was a total of 249.99 gallons, beating the previous record of 181 
gallons. It was made at Apex Social Club inside the Palms Casino Resort at 
an event benefitting Keep Memory Alive, which kicked off the nonprofit’s 
November initiative, Month of Memories, in support of National Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Month. The event raised more than $10,000 for the nonprofit and 
was emceed by Chet Buchanan, local radio host for 98.5 KLUC.

“We are so excited to be part of breaking a Guinness World Records title, 
which in turn benefitted an amazing cause for our community,” said Raul Faria, 
President of the Las Vegas Chapter of USBG. “As a group of some of the most 
well-respected bartenders in the industry here in Vegas, it was only natural 
we would break this title.”

Over 400 bottles of Empress 1908 gin, which is known for its indigo color, 
were poured into the 300-gallon vessel along with about 165 gallons of 
Fever-Tree Aromatic Tonic water and approximately 5.5 gallons of lime juice. 
The gin and tonic was mixed and created on the venue’s patio with a view 
of the Las Vegas skyline as the backdrop. Lime juice was poured and mixed 
into the beverage by three of the founders of USBG’s Las Vegas Chapter — 
Livio Lauro, Francesco Lafranconi and Tony Abou-Ganim — in their classic 
USBG Red Uniforms. Guests who donated $50 to the nonprofit were also able 
to participate in pouring a bottle of Empress 1908 gin into the vessel, thus 
becoming part of the Guinness World Records title attempt. 

continued on page 2

Templeton Rye Spirits has opened its new 
distillery in Templeton, Iowa. The 34,500-square-foot 
distillery was a $35 million project that will more than 
double staff, and it features a museum and visitor 
center. Templeton Rye Spirits will now be able to 

Templeton Rye Opens New 
Distillery

From the Distilled Spirits Council:
Spirits icon and pioneering distiller Dave Pickerell 

died recently in San Francisco.

Pickerell spent 14 years as Master Distiller for 
Maker’s Mark before venturing out to help start many 
of the craft distilling operations now seen across 
the country. He was also critical in restoring George 
Washington’s Distillery at Mount Vernon.

“Dave Pickerell was a true icon in the distilling 
world, and an innovator and mentor to so many,” said 
Frank Coleman, Senior Vice President, Distilled Spirits 
Council. “With Bill Samuels at Maker’s Mark, Dave 
helped launch the premiumization of bourbon, a 
trend that has swept around the globe.

“He was a leader of the original team of distillers 
involved in the restoration of George Washington’s 
Distillery, and the recreation of the first rye whiskey 
at the site in 200 years. That effort in the early 2000s 
sparked the revival and subsequent boom in rye 
whiskey that followed.

“And, through his teaching, consulting and 
friendship, he was a founding father of the craft 
distilling movement that is exploding in the  
United States.”

Industry Legend & Pioneer 
Dave Pickerell 
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