
“Americans are not looking for additional 
convenience, lower prices or more places to shop when 
it comes to alcohol regulation. Instead, they want a 
focus on public safety and better law enforcement.” 

Those are some of the key messages from a recent 
national poll commissioned by the Center for Alcohol 
Policy (CAP).

Why? 
First, the public is very supportive of alcohol 

regulation, understanding that alcohol is not an 
ordinary commodity, and that reducing regulations 
could make problems worse. Sixty-three percent said 
they thought alcohol regulations are “about right” in 
their state. Only 15% said they are too restrictive, and 
9% said they are too lenient. 

Second, a sizeable portion of the public has been 
personally harmed by alcohol. In the CAP poll, 24% 
said they have experienced a “personal tragedy” 
because of it. In a 2017 poll conducted by the Gallup 
organization, 33% said that drinking had been a cause 
of trouble in their family. 

Pappy Van Winkle Bourbon, “the bourbon that 
is so hard to find it has been compared to unicorns,” 
according to a Buffalo Trace statement, “has become 
so popular it’s often being counterfeited with knock-
off bottles and illegally re-sold on the secondary 
markets online such as Craigslist.”

Because of this, the Van Winkles, along with 
partner Buffalo Trace Distillery, have taken action 
and successfully provided evidence of counterfeiting, 
which resulted in a resident of New York pleading 
guilty for his sale of two bottles of counterfeit Pappy 
Van Winkle bourbon. They sold for $1,500 last year. 
The defendant will be sentenced next January.

Although this case is the first successful prosecution 
for counterfeit Van Winkle Bourbon to date, other 
cases are under investigation. Buffalo Trace Distillery 
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Rosebank Distillery to Reopen
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Van Winkle Bourbon 
Takes Action Against 
Counterfeiters

Ian Macleod Distillers will resurrect one of Scotland’s “most cherished 
distilleries,” according to a company statement.

“Rosebank is one of the most respected and sought after single malts 
in the world,” said Managing Director Leonard Russell. “As such, this is 
an extraordinarily exciting project for us. To bring back to life an iconic 
distillery and quintessential Lowland single malt is truly a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.”

In its home town of Falkirk on the banks of the Forth & Clyde Canal, 
Rosebank has been dubbed the “King of the Lowlands,” and the late whisky 
writer, Michael Jackson, said Rosebank was one of the “greats.” He described 
its demise as “a grievous loss,” while fellow critic Gavin D. Smith wrote of 
the region’s whiskies having “... subtle charm, and none is more charming 
than the elegant, floral, aromatic Rosebank produced by a triple distillation 
process in the traditional Lowland manner.”

All this will be preserved, Russell stated: “The distillery has a very special 
place in Scotland’s whisky heritage, and we are committed to ensuring 
this is the case. We will produce Rosebank Lowland single malt in exactly 
the same way as it is known, using the famous triple distillation and worm 
tub condensers. This way we ensure the revival of its classic style and taste. 
Our investment goes way beyond production. We are looking to develop a 
Rosebank Visitor Center to help tell the story of this remarkable whisky as well 
as safeguard the atmospheric Canal-side Bond and its important heritage.” 

Ian Macleod Distillers has entered into a binding agreement with 
Scottish Canals to purchase the site and has separately acquired the  
Rosebank trademark. 

“Over the coming months, we will carefully review Rosebank’s rare stocks 
with a view to releasing some truly scarce and extraordinary whiskies,” 
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